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The philosophy of the communication skills department at St. Rita School for the Deaf is to teach 

our students to be able to understand and use language through their best mode of communication 
within the context of the classroom and outside of school. This includes the philosophy of total 

communication which is more than just spoken English paired with sign language, or American Sign 
Language together, but also includes the use of print-rich environment, photos and pictures to 

illustrate concepts, and interactive materials alongside technology to enhance children’s 
communication skills. SLPs work closely with the student’s teachers.  
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Speech-Language 

Pathologist (SLP) 

During the school day, speech-
language pathologists have the 
opportunity to work in small groups 
and in one-on-one situations. We 
address IEP goals that include 
vocabulary development including 
antonyms, synonyms, multiple 
meaning words, categorizations, 
word parts (prefixes, suffixes and 
roots), compound words and 
figurative language. For students 
who use spoken language, we 
provide therapy to support the 
student’s ability to produce and 
understand spoken language. To 
support reading skills, therapy can 
focus on phonemic awareness and 
phonics skills. 

We also address social skills 
including conversation skills, peer 
interactions and using social media 
effectively and appropriately. 
Communication therapy can also 
involve following directions in the 
classroom or while completing 
everyday life skills activities like 
cooking, filling out forms, or using 
Facetime with a friend. Therapy is 
additionally designed to support 
individual student interests in 
career development. 

Included with the communication 
skills department is audiological 
services.  Students with 
amplification devices, such as 
hearing aids, cochlear implants and 
bone-anchored devices are 
encouraged to use them.  Hearing 
assistive technology (HAT) systems 
are available for students depending 
on their technology and their 
individual needs.  Ear level devices 
and sound field systems are used at 
St. Rita.  Other amplification 
services include troubleshooting 
equipment, impressions for 
earmolds, tubing changes, and real-
ear measurements. 

Students with hearing loss receive a 
full audiological evaluation that can 
include otoscopic evaluation, 
tympanometry, unaided and aided 
testing.  Hearing screenings are 
completed on preschool students 
and other students as required by 
the Ohio Department of Health. 

Aural Rehabilitation/Listening 
Therapy is often included in a 
student’s IEP.  Students with 
listening goals use a variety of 
amplification.  Students work on 
detection, discrimination, 
identification and comprehension 
skills through a variety of listening 
activities.    

In a school setting, OT services are 
available to those students with 
special needs as determined through 
the IEP process. Following a 
comprehensive evaluation of 
student skills in the areas of fine 
and visual motor, motor 
coordination/planning, sensory 
processing, social interaction and 
self-care, specific goals are 
developed to meet their needs.  

During treatment the Occupational 
Therapist uses meaningful and 
purposeful activities to help 
students improve their skills and 
gain independence. Treatment is 
provided either in their class or in 
the OT room with tasks/activities 
often modified or adapted to 
promote success. Some of the 
common IEP goals an OT may 
address are cutting, pencil grasp, 
letter formation, keyboarding, 
clothing fasteners, work ready skills, 
finger coordination for signing and 
other fine motor tasks. An OT can 
help the student be ready for 
learning in class using sensory 
supports and strategies when 
attention, fatigue, endurance or 
impulsivity are an issue for the 
student. OT is key to helping the 
student actively participate in daily 
school routines.

Audiology
Occupational 

Therapy (OT)


